Common Core Math I
Can Statements

Cracking the Code: A Guide to
Common Core Math I Can
Statements

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) have transformed
education, with mathematics taking center stage. These
standards aim to provide students with a deeper
understanding of mathematical concepts and the ability to
apply them to real-world situations. A key component of CCSS
is the use of "I Can" statements. These statements provide a
clear and concise way to define the skills and knowledge
students should be able to demonstrate at each grade level.
This delves into the world of Common Core Math I Can
statements, providing a detailed overview and practical
examples.

What are Common Core Math I Can
Statements?

I Can statements are student-friendly, measurable statements
that articulate the specific skills and knowledge students are
expected to acquire at each grade level. They are built upon
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the foundation of the Common Core Standards, offering a
clear roadmap for teachers, parents, and students to
understand learning goals. Why are I Can Statements
Important? ¢ Clarity and Focus: They provide a specific,
attainable goal for students, replacing vague notions like
"understand fractions" with more precise targets like "I can
add and subtract fractions with like denominators." * Student
Ownership: I Can statements promote a sense of ownership
and responsibility for learning by empowering students to
actively track their progress. * Communication: They foster
clear communication between teachers, parents, and students
about the expected learning outcomes. * Assessment: I Can
statements serve as valuable tools for formative and
summative assessments, allowing teachers to gauge student
comprehension and identify areas needing further support.

Deciphering the Structure of I Can
Statements

The structure of an I Can statement generally follows a
consistent pattern: "I can..." + [Skill or concept] + [Context or
action] + [Level of understanding] + [Accuracy] +
[Resources] + [Time] Let's break down this structure with an
example: "I can add and subtract fractions with like
denominators accurately, using a number line and
manipulatives, within 10 minutes." * "I can": This phrase
introduces the statement and emphasizes student agency. ¢
"add and subtract fractions with like denominators": This
identifies the specific skill being addressed. ¢ "accurately":
This highlights the level of understanding and mastery



expected. ¢ "using a number line and manipulatives”:
This specifies the tools or resources used. * "within 10
minutes": This sets a time constraint for the task.

Diving Deeper: Understanding the I
Can Statement Categories

Common Core Math I Can statements are organized into
distinct categories reflecting the major mathematical domains
covered at each grade level. These domains include: *
Number and Operations in Base Ten: This category focuses on
understanding place value, performing operations with whole
numbers and decimals, and solving problems involving
number sense. * Operations and Algebraic Thinking:
Here, students explore operations, patterns, and
relationships. They learn to solve equations, write
expressions, and analyze patterns. « Measurement and Data:

This domain emphasizes measuring length, area, volume, and
time. Students collect, organize, and interpret data, using
graphs and charts. « Geometry: Students delve into the world
of geometric shapes, their properties, and spatial reasoning.
They learn about symmetry, congruence, and transformations.
¢ Fractions: This domain covers understanding fractions,
performing operations with fractions, and representing
fractions in various ways.

Common Core Math I Can Statements:
Grade-by-Grade Examples

Grade 1: * Number and Operations in Base Ten: "I can count
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to 120, starting at any number." « Operations and Algebraic
Thinking: "I can use addition and subtraction within 20 to
solve word problems involving joining and separating
situations." « Measurement and Data: "I can tell and write
time to the hour and half hour." Grade 3: * Number and

Operations in Base Ten: "I can use place value understanding

to round whole numbers to the nearest 10 or 100."
Operations and Algebraic Thinking: "I can solve two-step word
problems using addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division." « Measurement and Data: "I can measure and
estimate liquid volumes and masses using standard units of
grams (g), kilograms (kg), and liters (1)." Grade 5: * Number
and Operations in Base Ten: "I can perform operations with
decimals to the hundredths." « Operations and Algebraic

Thinking: "I can write and interpret numerical expressions." *
Geometry: "I can classify two-dimensional figures based on
their properties."

Key Takeaways: Unlocking the Power
of I Can Statements

¢ Student-Focused: I Can statements prioritize student
understanding and achievement, empowering them to take
control of their learning. * Clear and Specific: They offer clear
goals and expectations for students, making learning more
focused and effective. * Action-Oriented: I Can statements
emphasize active engagement, encouraging students to apply
their knowledge and skills. « Assessment Tools: These
statements provide valuable insights into student progress,
enabling teachers to provide targeted support and



interventions.

Frequently Asked Questions:

1. How can parents use I Can statements? Parents can
use I Can statements to stay informed about their child's
learning goals and monitor their progress. They can also use
these statements to engage in meaningful conversations about
math with their children, helping them practice and master
the skills outlined. 2. How are I Can statements aligned with
the Common Core Standards? I Can statements are directly
derived from the Common Core State Standards, offering a
more student-friendly and accessible representation of the
learning expectations outlined in the standards. 3. What are
some resources for finding Common Core Math I Can
Statements? Several online resources provide access to
Common Core Math I Can statements, including: * EngageNY:
https://www.engageny.org/ * Common Core Standards:
https://www.corestandards.org/ * Khan Academy:
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 4. How can I use I Can
statements to personalize learning for students? I Can
statements can be used to create individualized learning plans
for students based on their strengths and areas of need. By
tailoring the statements to individual student needs, teachers
can provide targeted support and ensure that all students are
challenged and engaged. 5. How can I make I Can
statements more accessible for students with diverse
learning needs? I Can statements can be adapted to address
diverse learning needs by providing multiple representations
of the skills and concepts, using visual aids, and offering
differentiated activities. The focus should be on creating an
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inclusive learning environment where all students feel
empowered to achieve their mathematical goals. In
conclusion, Common Core Math I Can statements provide a
valuable framework for understanding and achieving
mathematical mastery. By fostering student agency, clarity,
and progress tracking, these statements play a crucial role in
supporting a well-rounded and effective mathematics
education for all students.

Unlocking Math Understanding: A
Deep Dive into Common Core
Math "I Can" Statements

Ever feel like you're navigating a labyrinth when it comes to
understanding what your child is learning in math class?
You're not alone! The language of education can sometimes
feel like a foreign tongue. One of the most helpful tools
parents and educators have for demystifying math curricula,
especially those aligned with the Common Core State
Standards, is the concept of "I Can" statements. These
seemingly simple phrases are powerful, transforming abstract
learning objectives into tangible, student-centered goals. So,
what exactly *are* Common Core Math "I Can" statements,
and why are they so important? Let's break it down and
explore how they can empower learners of all ages, from
kindergarteners to those tackling more complex algebraic
concepts.



What are Common Core Math "I Can"

Statements?

At their core, Common Core Math "I Can" statements are
student-friendly translations of the rigorous learning
standards set forth by the Common Core State Standards
Initiative. Instead of jargon-filled phrases like "understand the
relationship between addition and subtraction" or "solve
problems involving area and perimeter,"” "I Can" statements
rephrase these objectives from the perspective of the student.
Think of them as a roadmap for learning. They articulate what
a student should be able to *do* or *understand* by the end of
a specific lesson, unit, or grade level. For example, a standard
like "Use the four operations and algebraic reasoning to solve
problems" might be translated into "I can solve word
problems using addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division." This shift in perspective makes learning goals
accessible, relatable, and less intimidating for students.

The Power of "I Can": Why They Matter

The impact of "I Can" statements extends far beyond simply
making learning objectives easier to understand. They offer a
multitude of benefits for students, teachers, and even parents:

1. Student Empowerment and Ownership

When students can articulate what they are learning in their
own words, they gain a sense of ownership over their
education. "I Can" statements shift the focus from what the
teacher is teaching to what the *student* is learning and
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achieving. This fosters a proactive learning mindset. When a
child sees a statement like, "I can add and subtract within
100," they have a clear target to aim for. They can actively
work towards mastering that skill, and importantly, they can
self-assess their progress. This self-monitoring is crucial for
developing metacognitive skills - the ability to think about
one's own thinking.

2. Clear Learning Goals and Benchmarks

For students, "I Can" statements act as clear, achievable
benchmarks. They provide a tangible goal to strive for,
making the learning process feel less overwhelming. Instead
of a vast ocean of information, they see a series of stepping
stones. This clarity helps them understand *why* they are
learning certain concepts and how those concepts connect to
form a broader understanding of mathematics. This is
particularly beneficial for students who struggle with abstract
concepts.

3. Improved Communication Between Home and School

"I Can" statements are invaluable tools for parents. They offer
a straightforward way to understand what their child is
expected to learn in math. When a teacher shares these
statements, parents can engage in more meaningful
conversations about math at home. Instead of asking, "What
did you learn in math today?" which might elicit a generic
"nothing," a parent can ask, "Can you show me how you
solved a problem where you had to find the area of a
rectangle?" This fosters a collaborative learning environment.



4. Enhanced Teacher Instruction and Assessment

For educators, "I Can" statements are the backbone of
effective lesson planning and assessment. They help teachers
design lessons that directly address specific learning
objectives. Furthermore, they provide a clear framework for
assessing student understanding. Teachers can use these
statements to observe student work, ask targeted questions,
and identify areas where students might need additional
support. They also facilitate differentiation, allowing teachers
to tailor instruction to meet the diverse needs of their
students.

5. Building Confidence and Reducing Math Anxiety

Math anxiety is a real and pervasive issue. "I Can" statements,
by breaking down complex standards into manageable steps,
can significantly reduce this anxiety. As students achieve each
"I Can" statement, they build confidence and a positive
association with mathematics. This incremental success
breeds motivation and a willingness to tackle more
challenging problems.

"T Can" Statements Across Grade
Levels: A Glimpse

The beauty of "I Can" statements lies in their adaptability
across all grade levels. Let's explore some examples of how
they translate Common Core standards into student-friendly
language, touching on key mathematical domains.
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Kindergarten Math "I Can" Statements: Building the
Foundation

In kindergarten, the focus is on foundational numeracy. "I
Can" statements here are designed to be concrete and often
involve hands-on activities. * Counting and Cardinality: * "I
can count to 100 by ones, tens, and fives." * "I can count
objects and know the last number I say is the total number of
objects." * "I can compare two groups of objects to tell which
has more and which has less." * Operations and Algebraic
Thinking: * "I can add up to 10 using objects or drawings." *
"I can subtract up to 10 using objects or drawings." * "I can
understand that putting groups together makes a bigger
group (addition) and taking away from a group makes a
smaller group (subtraction)." * Measurement and Data: * "I
can sort objects by different attributes like color, shape, or
size." * "I can describe and compare attributes of objects, like
how tall or how heavy something is."

1st Grade Math "I Can" Statements: Expanding Number
Sense

First grade builds upon kindergarten skills, introducing more
sophisticated ways to work with numbers. * Operations and
Algebraic Thinking: * "I can fluently add and subtract within
20." * "I can solve word problems involving adding or
subtracting 10 or fewer objects." * "I can understand that
addition is putting together and subtraction is taking apart." *
Number and Operations in Base Ten: * "I can understand
that a 'ten' is a group of 10 ones." * "I can add and subtract
numbers within 100 by using concrete models or drawings." *



"I can skip count by 2s, 5s, and 10s." * Measurement and
Data: * "I can measure the length of an object by using a non-
standard unit." * "I can tell and write time to the hour."

3rd Grade Math "I Can" Statements: Introducing
Multiplication and Fractions

Third grade marks a significant shift with the introduction of
multiplication and division, along with a foundational
understanding of fractions. * Operations and Algebraic
Thinking: * "I can multiply and divide within 100." * "I can
solve word problems involving multiplication and division." *
"I can find patterns in multiplication tables." * Number and
Operations in Base Ten: * "I can fluently multiply and divide
within 100." * "I can add and subtract within 1000 using
strategies based on place value." * Fractions: * "I can
understand that a fraction (like 1/4) represents one part of a
whole divided into equal parts." * "I can show fractions on a
number line." * "I can compare fractions with the same
numerator or the same denominator." * Geometry: * "I can
understand concepts of area and perimeter."

5th Grade Math "I Can" Statements: Engaging with
Decimals and Volume

By fifth grade, students are working with more complex
concepts, including operations with decimals and
understanding three-dimensional figures. * Operations and
Algebraic Thinking: * "I can use parentheses, brackets, or
braces in expressions." * "I can evaluate expressions with
these symbols." * Number and Operations in Base Ten: *
"I can understand that the digits in a multi-digit number have
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different values based on their position." * "I can multiply
multi-digit whole numbers." * "I can divide 2-digit divisors." *
"I can fluently multiply and divide multi-digit decimals." *
Fractions: * "I can add and subtract fractions with unlike
denominators." * "I can multiply a fraction by a whole number
or a fraction." * "I can divide a fraction by a whole number
and a whole number by a fraction." * Geometry and
Measurement: * "I can understand concepts of volume and
relate it to multiplication." * "I can calculate the volume of a
right rectangular prism."

Middle School Math "I Can" Statements: Algebra and
Beyond

Middle school mathematics delves deeper into abstract
reasoning, setting the stage for higher-level studies. * The
Number System: * "I can understand that all rational
numbers can be placed on a number line." * "I can perform
operations with fractions, decimals, and integers." * Ratios
and Proportional Relationships: * "I can understand ratios
and use them to solve problems." * "I can use proportions to
find unknown quantities." * Expressions and Equations: * "I
can write and solve one-variable equations and inequalities." *
"I can use properties of operations to rewrite equivalent
expressions." * Geometry: * "I can understand congruence
and similarity." * "I can work with the Pythagorean theorem."
* Statistics and Probability: * "I can understand measures
of center and variability." * "I can analyze and interpret data."



Tips for Using Common Core Math "I
Can" Statements Effectively

"I Can" statements are most powerful when used with
intention. Here are some practical tips for maximizing their
impact: * Display Them Prominently: Post "I Can"
statements in the classroom or on a bulletin board where
students can easily see them. This serves as a constant
reminder of their learning goals. * Discuss Them Regularly:
Don't just post them; talk about them! At the beginning of a
lesson, discuss what the "I Can" statement means and what
students will be doing to achieve it. At the end of the lesson,
revisit the statement and have students reflect on whether
they can now do what the statement says. * Encourage Self-
Assessment: Provide opportunities for students to self-assess
their understanding against the "I Can" statements. This can
be done through simple checklists, thumbs up/thumbs down,
or by having them write a brief explanation of their mastery. *
Use Them as Learning Targets: Frame your lessons around
these statements. Each activity should directly contribute to
students being able to achieve the stated "I Can" goal. *
Involve Parents: Share the "I Can" statements with parents
and explain their purpose. Encourage parents to use them to
support their child's learning at home. * Student-Created "I
Can" Statements: For older students, consider having them
help translate more complex standards into "I Can"
statements. This deepens their understanding of the
standards themselves.
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Beyond the Statements: Cultivating a
Growth Mindset

While "I Can" statements are excellent tools for clarity and
goal-setting, it's crucial to pair them with a strong emphasis
on a growth mindset. This means fostering the belief that
mathematical abilities can be developed through dedication
and hard work. When a student encounters a challenge,
instead of saying "I can't do this," the "I Can" statements
provide a framework for reframing. They can say, "I can't do
this *yet*, but I can practice these steps to get there." This
subtle but significant shift in language is a powerful
motivator. The journey of mastering mathematics is a
marathon, not a sprint. Common Core Math "I Can"
statements serve as valuable milestones along the way,
offering clarity, empowerment, and a tangible sense of
progress. By embracing these student-centered goals, we can
help build a generation of confident, capable, and enthusiastic
mathematicians. Whether you're a parent looking to better
understand your child's math education, a teacher seeking to
refine your instructional strategies, or a student aiming for
success, understanding and utilizing Common Core Math "I
Can" statements can truly unlock a deeper, more engaging,
and ultimately, more successful math experience.

Understanding Common Core Math I Can Statements: A
Comprehensive Guide The Common Core State Standards for
Mathematics represent a transformative approach to math
education, designed to cultivate deep conceptual
understanding, logical reasoning, and real-world problem-



solving skills. Among the key components of these standards
are the so-called “I Can” statements—clear, student-focused
declarations that articulate what learners are expected to
know and be able to do by the end of a grade level. These
statements serve not only as benchmarks for teaching and
assessment but also as powerful tools to guide student growth
and confidence in mathematics.

What Are Common Core Math I Can
Statements? At their core, Common
Core math I Can statements articulate
precise, measurable learning goals in
mathematics. Rather than vague
descriptions of skill, these statements
are crafted to be direct and achievable,
outlining what students should be able
to do with fluency and insight. For
example, an 8th-grade I Can statement
might assert that a student can “apply
proportional relationships to solve
real-world problems involving scale
factors,” emphasizing both conceptual
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understanding and practical
application. This clarity helps teachers
design targeted instruction and
enables students to track their own
progress toward mastery. The
statements span all math
domains—number sense, algebra,
geometry, statistics, and
more—ensuring a cohesive and
comprehensive learning trajectory.

These I Can statements are rooted in
evidence-based practices, reflecting
decades of research on how students
learn mathematics most effectively.
They move beyond rote memorization
to emphasize reasoning, modeling, and
communication—critical competencies
that prepare learners not just for tests,
but for the complexities of everyday
life and future academic pursuits. By
focusing on what students “can”



accomplish, rather than what they
“know,” the framework fosters a
growth mindset and encourages active
engagement with mathematical
concepts.

Key Insights and Applications in the
Classroom One of the most significant
benefits of these I Can statements is
their role in aligning instruction with
clear, actionable goals. Teachers use
them to structure curricula, design
formative assessments, and tailor
support to individual student needs.
For instance, when a middle school
class works on solving equations, the
corresponding I Can statement guides
both the lesson’s objectives and the
follow-up tasks, ensuring every activity
directly reinforces the intended skill.
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This alignment ensures consistency
and coherence across classrooms and
grades. Moreover, the statements
support differentiated instruction by
making learning expectations
transparent. Students understand
exactly what mastery looks like,
allowing them to take ownership of
their learning journey. They also serve
as a bridge between school and real
life—many I Can statements reflect
authentic scenarios, such as
interpreting data from a graph or
applying ratios to budgeting, helping
learners see the relevance of math
beyond the classroom.

Beyond academics, these I Can
statements promote equity in
education. By defining clear,
accessible goals, they help close
achievement gaps and support diverse



learners, including English language
learners and students with varying
readiness levels. When every student
knows the standards they are working
toward, the learning environment
becomes more inclusive and
empowering.

Benefits for Students, Teachers, and
the Education System For students, the
I Can statements act as both a
roadmap and a motivator. They
transform abstract standards into
tangible, achievable achievements,
building confidence as learners
progress from basic understanding to
higher-order thinking. This clarity
reduces anxiety and fosters a sense of
progress, encouraging students to
persist through challenges. Teachers
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gain a powerful framework to assess
understanding dynamically. By
referencing specific I Can statements
during formative assessments,
educators can quickly identify gaps
and adjust instruction in real time.
This responsiveness enhances
classroom effectiveness and ensures no
student falls through the cracks. On a
broader scale, the adoption of these
statements strengthens the entire
education system by promoting
consistency, accountability, and
continuous improvement. They support
professional development by offering a
shared language among educators,
facilitating collaboration, and enabling
data-driven decision-making at both
school and district levels.



The Future of Common Core Math I
Can Statements As education
continues to evolve, the role of I Can
statements remains vital in preparing
students for a rapidly changing world.
With increasing emphasis on critical
thinking, creativity, and problem-
solving, these standards lay the
groundwork for future-ready learners.
While educational priorities shift, the
clarity and purpose of Common Core’s
I Can statements endure as a model for
meaningful, student-centered math
instruction. Looking ahead, ongoing
refinement and contextual adaptation
will be essential to keep these
standards relevant. Integration with
technology, personalized learning
pathways, and cultural responsiveness
will further enhance their impact. Yet,
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at their heart, these I Can statements
continue to empower students,
educators, and systems alike—driving a
shared commitment to excellence in
mathematics education.

Every reader approaches a book with
different expectations. Some are
searching for answers, others for
guidance, and many simply want
clarity. What makes the option to
download Common Core Math I Can
Statements appealing is not only the

content itself, but the way it adapts to
these varied intentions without
imposing a fixed path. Access becomes
personal. A reader can open the book
with a clear goal in mind, or with no
plan at all. Both approaches work.
There is no pressure to follow a strict
order, no obligation to read everything



at once. The material waits patiently,
allowing engagement to unfold
naturally. This sense of availability
removes hesitation. When knowledge
feels easy to reach, curiosity becomes
more active. Readers explore topics
they might otherwise postpone,
trusting that they can pause, return,
and revisit ideas whenever needed.
Over time, this builds confidence and
familiarity with the subject matter.
Time plays a different role in this
context. Learning does not demand
long, uninterrupted hours. It fits into
everyday moments. A few pages during
a break, a short section before rest, or
a quick review when a question arises
all contribute to meaningful progress.
Downloading Common Core Math I
Can Statements supports this rhythm

without disrupting daily routines.
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Portability reinforces this experience.
Instead of choosing one resource for
one situation, readers carry access to
many possibilities. This freedom
encourages comparison, reflection,
and deeper understanding. One idea
naturally leads to another, creating a
layered learning process rather than a
linear one. The structure of PDF files
supports clarity. Pages remain
consistent, references stay aligned,
and visual elements retain their
purpose. This reliability matters when
readers want to focus on
comprehension rather than adjusting
to shifting layouts. The reading
experience remains steady, regardless
of where or when it takes place.
Interaction transforms reading into
engagement. Highlighted passages
capture insight. Notes record personal



interpretation. Bookmarks signal
intention rather than completion. Over
time, Common Core Math I Can
Statements reflects not only its

original content, but also the reader’s
evolving understanding. Search
functionality quietly enhances
usefulness. Readers can locate specific
concepts without effort, making the
book a practical reference as well as a
source of learning. This ease
encourages frequent return,
reinforcing knowledge through
repetition and application.
Affordability also influences openness.
When access does not require
significant investment, readers feel
free to explore. Public domain
collections and open-access initiatives
allow individuals to build knowledge
without financial pressure. This
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accessibility supports learning across
different backgrounds and
circumstances. Platforms such as
Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and
Internet Archive preserve important
works while making them widely
available. Academic repositories
expand this ecosystem by offering
research and analysis that deepen
context. Together, they support
independent learning built on trust
and reliability. Choosing legitimate
sources remains essential. Trusted
platforms protect readers from
unreliable content and security risks
while respecting intellectual
contributions. Responsible access
ensures that knowledge sharing
remains sustainable for future
learners. In professional environments,
downloadable books serve as quiet



resources. They are consulted when
needed, revisited when questions arise,
and relied upon for clarity. Instead of
interrupting work, they integrate
smoothly into ongoing tasks and
decisions. Students experience similar
flexibility. Learning adapts to
individual pace and preference.
Difficult sections can be revisited
without pressure, and understanding
develops gradually. The ability to study
offline further supports focus and
consistency. Different reading styles
find equal support. Some readers
prefer steady progression, others
follow curiosity across sections. The
format accommodates both, allowing
each reader to shape their own path
through Common Core Math I Can

Statements. Accessibility features
extend participation. Adjustable text
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size, reading assistance tools, and
compatibility with support
technologies ensure that more people
can engage comfortably. These
features quietly expand access without
altering content. Organization
becomes intuitive. Digital libraries
grow alongside interests and goals.
Files remain searchable, notes
preserved, and insights easy to revisit.
Learning feels cumulative rather than
scattered. Another subtle advantage
lies in reduced pressure. When readers
know they can return at any time, they
feel less urgency to understand
everything immediately. Ideas settle
through repetition and reflection,
leading to deeper comprehension.
Global availability adds perspective.
Readers from different regions engage
with the same material, often bringing



varied interpretations. This shared
access broadens understanding and
highlights the value of multiple
viewpoints. Exploration becomes
natural when effort is minimal.
Readers venture beyond familiar
subjects, connecting ideas across
disciplines. This openness strengthens
creativity and encourages critical
thinking. Long-term engagement is
supported by continuity. Notes saved
today remain relevant tomorrow.
Bookmarks placed months ago still
guide attention. Learning evolves
instead of resetting. Books take on a
different role. They become resources
that wait rather than demand. They
remain present, ready to support new
questions and changing interests. Over
time, this steady availability shapes
attitude. Learning feels approachable.
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Curiosity feels justified. Understanding
feels earned through consistency
rather than urgency. Accessing
Common Core Math I Can Statements
in this way aligns with real-life
rhythms. It respects limited time,
varied attention, and changing
priorities. Learning becomes
something that accompanies daily life
rather than competing with it. Rather
than pushing toward a finish line, the
experience encourages return. Each
revisit brings new context and deeper
insight. Familiar sections reveal new
meaning as perspective shifts.
Knowledge grows quietly through this
process. There is no dramatic
endpoint, only gradual accumulation.
Ideas connect, understanding
strengthens, and confidence develops
naturally. In this space, learning does



not announce itself. It unfolds through
small choices, repeated engagement,
and ongoing curiosity. The book
remains nearby, ready whenever
questions appear, offering not closure,
but continuity.

Questions & Answers About
common core math i can

statements
N Question Answer
o

1 | What exactly are 'l 'T Can' statements are student-
Can' statements in friendly learning objectives derived

Common Core from Common Core Math standards.
Math, and why They translate complex standards
should parents into simple, achievable goals,

care? helping students understand what

they're expected to learn and
enabling parents to track their
child's progress and offer targeted
support.
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How do 'I Can'
statements differ
from traditional
learning objectives?

Traditional objectives can be
abstract and teacher-focused. 'l
Can' statements are phrased from
the student's perspective ('I can
solve...') making them more
accessible and empowering for
young learners, fostering a sense of
ownership over their learning.

Where can I find
Common Core 'l
Can' statements for
my child's grade
level?

You can often find 'T Can'
statements on your child's school or
district website, or through
educational resource sites that
specialize in Common Core. Many
teachers also share them directly
with parents at the beginning of
units or on classroom newsletters.

How can I use 'l
Can' statements to
help my child at
home with math?

Review the 'l Can' statements with
your child. Discuss what they mean
and ask them to explain them in
their own words. Then, create or
find activities that directly address
those 'I Can' statements, turning
practice into a tangible goal for
them to achieve.

Are 'l Can'
statements a
mandatory part of
the Common Core,
or just a popular
teaching tool?

'T Can' statements are not a
mandated component of the
Common Core standards
themselves, but rather a widely
adopted pedagogical strategy to
make the standards more
accessible. They are a practical tool
for teachers to communicate
learning goals effectively to
students and parents.




Common Core Math I
Can Statements eBook
Resource

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks provide
structured digital knowledge.

Core Discussion

Digital books help readers maintain productivity.

Practical Use

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks support
consistent study routines.

Conclusion

Digital reading improves access to information.

Professionals rely on Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks to maintain relevance in rapidly evolving industries.

Modularity supports targeted learning without unnecessary
repetition.

Ultimately, Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks
provide a stable, structured, and enduring approach to
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knowledge preservation and learning.

This flexibility allows knowledge acquisition to occur naturally
throughout the day.

Centralization improves efficiency.

The portability of Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks ensures that learning materials are always available
regardless of location or time constraints.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks remain relevant
as digital learning expands.

Unlike short-form content, Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks emphasize depth over immediacy.

They balance innovation with reliability.
Content remains relevant through updates.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks can be
accessed offline after download, ensuring uninterrupted
learning even without internet access.

Digital access enables quick consultation during real-world
application.

The digital nature of Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks makes distribution fast and efficient, enabling instant
access to updated information without the delays associated
with print publishing.

Readers often experience higher consistency when learning
with Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks compared
to traditional formats, as digital access removes common



barriers such as location and time constraints.
Logical sequencing reduces confusion.

Educators use Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks
to deliver standardized curricula.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks remain
effective regardless of platform trends.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks contribute to
sustainable learning practices by reducing paper
consumption.

Font size, spacing, and display options enhance comfort and
focus.

By centralizing knowledge, Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks reduce the need to search across multiple
fragmented resources.

Methodical study improves mastery.

Device flexibility allows seamless transitions between work,
travel, and study contexts.

Digital materials eliminate printing and logistics expenses.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks make complex
subjects approachable through clear organization.

Readers can study Common Core Math I Can Statements at
their own pace, revisiting complex sections while skipping
familiar topics to optimize learning efficiency and personal
relevance.

Many learners report improved discipline when using
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Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks adapt to
individual learning preferences through customizable reading
settings.

Unlike short-form content, Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks emphasize depth over immediacy.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks enable readers
to track progress and revisit learning milestones.

Integration with calendars, reminders, and notes enhances
learning consistency.

Updatable digital content ensures alignment with current
standards and best practices.

Centralized content improves trust.

Digital learning through Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks aligns well with modern productivity
systems and digital note-taking tools.

Ultimately, Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks
represent a scalable, efficient, and future-oriented approach
to knowledge delivery.

The long-term value of Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks lies in their reusability and adaptability.

Digital materials eliminate printing and logistics expenses.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks are suitable for
beginners seeking foundational knowledge as well as
advanced readers refining specific skills or deepening existing



expertise.

Many professionals rely on Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks to continuously update their skills in fast-
changing industries where current knowledge is essential.

Reduced paper usage contributes to environmental efficiency.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks reduce
environmental impact by minimizing paper usage,
contributing to more sustainable knowledge consumption
practices.

Segmented content helps reduce cognitive overload and
improves comprehension.

Ultimately, Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks
represent a scalable, efficient, and future-oriented approach
to knowledge delivery.

Accessibility across age groups and experience levels
enhances inclusivity.

Predictability improves reading efficiency.

Learners often revisit Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks as reference materials.

Digital access to Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks eliminates physical storage concerns.

They represent a practical response to evolving learning
expectations.

Learners using Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks
often report improved focus due to the organized presentation
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of information.
Logical sequencing reduces cognitive overload.

Educators value Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks
for curriculum consistency.

From an educational standpoint, Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks encourage active reading through
annotation, highlighting, and structured navigation tools.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks help bridge
theoretical understanding and practical application.

Compatibility with devices enhances accessibility.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks help establish
sustainable learning routines by lowering the friction between
intent and action. When information is immediately
accessible, learners are more likely to follow through on their
educational goals.

Ultimately, Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks
provide a stable, structured, and enduring approach to
knowledge preservation and learning.

Accessible knowledge encourages lifelong learning.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks support offline
access once downloaded.

Digital libraries replace bulky collections while preserving
accessibility.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks balance depth
and clarity, making complex topics easier to understand.



Readers benefit from Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks by reducing distractions commonly found in
unstructured online content.

Extended focus improves comprehension and retention.

For long-term projects, Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks serve as stable reference materials that can be
revisited repeatedly.

Many professionals rely on Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks to continuously update their skills in fast-
changing industries where current knowledge is essential.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks fit naturally
into disciplined study routines.

Platform independence enhances longevity.

Readers can return to Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks months or years after initial use.

As technology evolves, Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks continue to offer stability.

Font size, spacing, and display options enhance comfort and
focus.

Segmented content helps reduce cognitive overload and
improves comprehension.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks provide
consistent formatting that reduces cognitive load and
improves reading flow.

The modular design of Common Core Math I Can Statements
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eBooks allows readers to focus on specific sections.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks support offline
access once downloaded.

The digital format of Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks supports efficient information delivery without
compromising depth or clarity.

Strong foundations support advanced skill development.
Content remains relevant through updates.

Digital reading makes Common Core Math I Can Statements
knowledge easier to access by reducing barriers related to
location, cost, and physical storage requirements.

By offering instant access, Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks eliminate delays often associated with
traditional publishing and physical distribution.

Baseline knowledge supports independent research.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks make complex
subjects approachable through clear organization.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks offer a practical
solution for learners seeking depth without overwhelming
complexity.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks reduce reliance
on fragmented online sources by consolidating information
into structured formats.

Content remains relevant through updates.

Standardized content improves clarity and reduces



misinterpretation.

This long-term usability makes Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks suitable for repeated consultation.

The modular design of Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks allows selective reading.

Offline functionality ensures uninterrupted learning
regardless of connectivity.

Readers can return to Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks months or years after initial use.

Professionals often rely on Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks for ongoing skill maintenance.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks can be
accessed offline after download, ensuring uninterrupted
learning even without internet access.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks make complex
subjects approachable through clear organization.

When learning materials are readily available, readers are
more likely to return regularly.

Standardization improves assessment alignment and learning
outcomes.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks are suitable for
beginners seeking foundational knowledge as well as
advanced readers refining specific skills or deepening existing
expertise.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks are effective
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tools for refreshing knowledge before projects, meetings, or
assessments.

Ultimately, Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks
provide a stable, structured, and enduring approach to
knowledge preservation and learning.

Many professionals rely on Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks for skill development, ongoing education,
and quick reference during real-world application.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks remain
effective regardless of platform trends.

The digital format of Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks supports quick updates, corrections, and content
expansions.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks reduce reliance
on algorithm-driven content feeds.

The adaptability of Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks makes them suitable for diverse audiences.

Compatibility with devices enhances accessibility.
Compatibility with devices enhances accessibility.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks are commonly
used in digital education environments due to their scalability,
consistency, and ease of distribution.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks are frequently
referenced during planning and execution phases.

From an educational standpoint, Common Core Math I Can



Statements eBooks encourage active reading through
annotation, highlighting, and structured navigation tools.

Compatibility with devices enhances accessibility.

Many professionals rely on Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks for skill development, ongoing education,
and quick reference during real-world application.

Offline availability supports uninterrupted study.

Reusable content supports ongoing education without
repeated investment.

By offering instant access, Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks eliminate delays often associated with
traditional publishing and physical distribution.

For long-term learning goals, Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks provide consistency and reliability as core
study materials.

For long-term learning goals, Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks provide consistency and reliability as core
study materials.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks align with
sustainable learning practices.

Readers value Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks
for their consistency in structure and presentation.

Repetition strengthens understanding.

Many professionals rely on Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks to continuously update their skills in fast-
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changing industries where current knowledge is essential.

Readers appreciate Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks for their predictable structure.

This autonomy encourages deeper understanding and reduces
learning-related stress.

This ensures learning continuity in low-connectivity
situations.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks empower users
to track progress, set learning milestones, and maintain
motivation over time.

The digital format of Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks allows rapid revision, correction, and content
expansion.

Educational institutions increasingly adopt Common Core
Math I Can Statements eBooks due to their scalability and
consistency.

The accessibility of Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks supports lifelong learning by making knowledge
available to users at any stage of their personal or
professional development.

This shift allows readers to engage with Common Core Math I
Can Statements content without the physical constraints
traditionally associated with printed materials.

By eliminating physical constraints, Common Core Math I Can
Statements eBooks allow readers to focus entirely on content
rather than format.



Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks are particularly
valuable for independent learners who prefer flexible and self-
directed educational resources.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks reduce reliance
on fragmented online information.

Repetition strengthens understanding.

One key advantage of Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks is their ability to integrate seamlessly into digital
lifestyles.

Uniform presentation helps maintain focus during extended
study sessions.

They offer continuity amid change.
Routine engagement builds learning momentum.

Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks help bridge the
gap between theory and applied knowledge.

Digital distribution ensures that learners receive identical
content regardless of location.

For long-term projects, Common Core Math I Can Statements
eBooks serve as stable reference materials that can be
revisited repeatedly.

Professionals and students alike rely on Common Core Math I
Can Statements eBooks as dependable reference materials.

Device flexibility allows seamless transitions between work,
travel, and study contexts.

Logical sequencing reduces cognitive overload.
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Common Core Math I Can Statements eBooks integrate
seamlessly with digital workflows and note-taking systems.

Best Practices for Creating, Editing, and Maintaining
PDF Documents

PDF documents are widely used not only for reading but also
for distribution, archiving, and professional presentation.
Creating and maintaining high-quality PDFs requires more
than simply exporting a file. When managing Common Core
Math I Can Statements in PDF format, applying best practices
ensures clarity, usability, and long-term reliability for readers
across different platforms and devices.

A well-prepared PDF reflects professionalism and credibility.
Whether the document is used for education, research,
documentation, or reference, thoughtful preparation improves
how users perceive and interact with Common Core Math I
Can Statements. Attention to structure, formatting, and
technical details reduces confusion and minimizes future
revisions.

Planning before creating a PDF

Effective PDFs begin with proper planning. Before creating a
PDF, it is important to define its purpose and audience.
Documents intended for casual reading may require a
different structure than those used for academic or
professional reference. Understanding how readers will use
Common Core Math I Can Statements helps determine layout,
navigation, and level of detail.

Organizing content logically before export also saves time.



Clear headings, consistent sections, and well-structured
paragraphs translate better into PDF format. Planning
reduces formatting issues and ensures that the final PDF
remains easy to navigate and understand.

Choosing the right source format

The quality of a PDF depends heavily on the source file. Using
clean, well-formatted documents as the starting point
minimizes conversion errors. Popular formats such as word
processors, design software, or markup-based editors can all
produce high-quality PDFs when prepared correctly.

When creating Common Core Math I Can Statements,
ensuring consistent fonts, margins, and spacing in the source
file leads to a more polished PDF. Avoid excessive styling or
unsupported fonts that may cause display issues on certain
devices.

Exporting PDFs with optimal settings

Export settings play a critical role in PDF quality. Choosing
the correct resolution balances clarity and file size. For text-
heavy documents like Common Core Math I Can Statements,
prioritizing text clarity over image resolution often results in
better performance and readability.

Embedding fonts ensures consistent appearance across
devices. Without embedded fonts, text may render differently
or substitute default fonts, altering layout and readability.
Proper export settings preserve the original design and intent
of the document.
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Editing PDF documents efficiently

Although PDFs are designed to be stable, editing may still be
necessary. Using professional PDF editing tools allows for text
corrections, image replacement, and layout adjustments
without recreating the entire file. Careful editing maintains
the integrity of Common Core Math I Can Statements while
addressing updates or corrections.

When extensive changes are required, it is often more
efficient to edit the original source file and re-export the PDF.
This approach prevents accumulated errors and ensures
consistency throughout the document.

Maintaining consistent formatting

Consistency improves readability and user trust. Uniform
headings, spacing, and typography make PDFs easier to scan
and reference. When readers engage with Common Core
Math I Can Statements, consistent formatting helps them
focus on content rather than layout distractions.

Using styles instead of manual formatting in the source file
supports consistency and simplifies updates. Structured
documents convert more reliably into high-quality PDFs.

Enhancing navigation and structure

Navigation is essential for long PDFs. Including bookmarks,
internal links, and a clickable table of contents transforms a
static document into an interactive resource. These features
are particularly valuable for extensive materials like Common
Core Math I Can Statements.



Logical sectioning also supports better navigation. Breaking
content into manageable sections with clear headings
improves usability and reduces reader fatigue during long
sessions.

Optimizing PDFs for different devices

Users access PDFs on a wide range of devices, from large
desktop monitors to small smartphone screens. Designing
PDFs with flexibility in mind ensures accessibility across
platforms. Reasonable font sizes, clear contrast, and
adaptable layouts make Common Core Math I Can Statements
more user-friendly.

Testing PDFs on multiple devices helps identify potential
issues early. Adjustments made during testing improve the
overall experience and reduce user complaints.

Managing file size and performance

Large PDF files can be inconvenient to download, store, and
open. Optimizing file size improves performance without
sacrificing quality. Compressing images, removing unused
elements, and optimizing fonts help keep Common Core Math
I Can Statements efficient and responsive.

Smaller file sizes also improve sharing and reduce bandwidth
usage, making PDFs more accessible to users with limited
internet connections.

Version control and document updates
As documents evolve, managing versions becomes
increasingly important. Clear version naming prevents
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confusion and ensures users know which edition of Common
Core Math I Can Statements they are accessing. Including
version numbers or update dates in filenames supports
transparency and organization.

Maintaining a changelog helps document revisions and
provides context for updates. This practice is especially useful
in professional and collaborative environments.

Ensuring document security

PDFs support security features that protect content integrity.
Password protection, restricted editing, and controlled
printing options help prevent unauthorized changes to
Common Core Math I Can Statements. These measures are
useful when distributing sensitive or official documents.

Security settings should align with the document’s purpose.
Over-restricting access may frustrate legitimate users, while
insufficient protection may expose content to misuse.

Accessibility and inclusive design

Accessible PDFs ensure that content can be used by
individuals with diverse needs. Using selectable text,
structured headings, and alternative text for images supports
screen readers and assistive technologies. When Common
Core Math I Can Statements follows accessibility standards, it
reaches a broader audience.

Accessibility improvements often enhance usability for all
readers by improving structure, clarity, and navigation
throughout the document.



Quality assurance before distribution

Before publishing or sharing a PDF, reviewing the document
carefully is essential. Checking for broken links, formatting
errors, and missing content helps maintain professionalism.
Quality assurance ensures that Common Core Math I Can
Statements meets expectations and avoids unnecessary
revisions after release.

Proofreading text and verifying layout consistency across
devices further improves reliability and reader satisfaction.

Long-term maintenance and storage

Maintaining PDFs over time requires regular review and
backups. Storing multiple copies of Common Core Math I Can
Statements in different locations protects against data loss.
Cloud storage and external drives provide additional security
for long-term preservation.

Periodically reviewing stored PDFs ensures compatibility with
modern software and standards. Updating files when
necessary prevents obsolescence and preserves accessibility.

Professional and academic considerations

In professional and academic contexts, PDFs often serve as
official references. Clear formatting, accurate metadata, and
reliable structure increase credibility. When sharing Common
Core Math I Can Statements, attention to detail reflects
professionalism and care.

Including proper citations, references, and consistent
formatting supports academic integrity and enhances the
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document’s value as a reference resource.

Future-proofing PDF documents

Although PDFs are stable, technology continues to evolve.
Using widely supported features and avoiding proprietary
extensions improves long-term compatibility. Regularly
reviewing tools and standards helps keep Common Core Math
I Can Statements usable across future platforms.

Future-proofing also involves maintaining editable source files
alongside PDFs. This practice allows efficient updates and
ensures adaptability as requirements change.

Final thoughts on PDF creation and maintenance
Creating and maintaining high-quality PDFs requires
thoughtful planning, consistent formatting, and ongoing care.
By applying best practices throughout the document lifecycle,
users can maximize the effectiveness of Common Core Math I
Can Statements. Well-managed PDFs remain reliable,
accessible, and professional tools that support
communication, learning, and long-term documentation.

Decoding Common Core Math:
Unpacking "I Can" Statements for
Student Success

In the ever-evolving landscape of education, the Common
Core State Standards (CCSS) have played a significant role in



shaping curriculum and instructional practices across the
United States. Within the realm of mathematics, these
standards aim to provide a clear, consistent framework for
what students should know and be able to do at each grade
level. A crucial, yet sometimes overlooked, component of this
framework is the "I Can" statement. These student-friendly
translations of the complex mathematical standards are
powerful tools, designed to empower learners and foster a
deeper understanding of their mathematical journey. This
article delves into the purpose, benefits, and effective
implementation of Common Core math "I Can" statements,
offering insights for educators, parents, and students alike.

What are Common Core Math "I Can"
Statements?

"I Can" statements, also known as learning targets or
objective statements, are simplified, student-centered
versions of the Common Core Math Standards. Instead of
technical jargon, they rephrase the standards into clear,
concise, and actionable phrases that directly address what a
student should be able to accomplish. For instance, a complex
standard like "Analyze proportional relationships and use
them to solve real-world and mathematical problems" might
be translated into "I can identify and describe proportional
relationships" or "I can use proportions to solve problems."
These statements act as a roadmap, guiding students through
the learning process and providing them with a tangible sense
of progress.

The genesis of these statements lies in the core philosophy of
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the Common Core - to ensure all students are college and
career ready. By breaking down intricate standards into
digestible chunks, "I Can" statements demystify the learning
objectives and make them more accessible. They shift the
focus from teacher-led instruction to student agency,
encouraging learners to take ownership of their
understanding. Think of them as the essential building blocks
that, when mastered, lead to a comprehensive grasp of the
mathematical concepts.

The Purpose and Benefits of "I Can"
Statements

The implementation of "I Can" statements in math classrooms
offers a multitude of benefits, impacting students, teachers,
and even parents. Their primary purpose is to enhance
student learning and engagement.

Empowering Students as Active Learners

One of the most significant advantages of "I Can" statements
is their ability to transform students from passive recipients of
information into active participants in their learning. When
students understand *what* they are expected to learn and
*why* it's important, they are more likely to be motivated and
engaged. Seeing objectives framed as achievable goals ("I
can...") fosters a sense of competence and encourages them to
strive for mastery. This student-centered approach aligns with
modern pedagogical principles that emphasize learner
autonomy and self-directed learning. It's about building
confidence and a growth mindset, where challenges are seen



as opportunities for learning rather than insurmountable
obstacles.

Clarifying Learning Objectives

For many students, the traditional wording of academic
standards can be abstract and overwhelming. "I Can"
statements act as a vital bridge, translating complex
educational objectives into language that resonates with
young learners. This clarity is crucial for comprehension.
When students can readily understand what is expected of
them, they can direct their efforts more effectively and avoid
confusion. This also helps in aligning classroom activities with
the intended learning outcomes, ensuring that instruction is
purposeful and targeted.

Promoting Self-Assessment and Metacognition

Perhaps one of the most powerful benefits of "I Can"
statements is their role in fostering self-assessment and
metacognition. As students work through lessons and
activities, they can refer to the "I Can" statements to gauge
their own understanding. They can ask themselves, "Can I do
this?" This process of self-reflection encourages students to
think about their thinking (metacognition) and identify areas
where they need further practice or support. This ability to
self-monitor is a critical skill that extends far beyond
mathematics, preparing students for lifelong learning.

Enhancing Teacher Instruction and Assessment

Beyond student benefits, "I Can" statements also serve as
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invaluable tools for educators. They provide a clear
framework for lesson planning, ensuring that all instructional
activities are aligned with the specific learning targets.
Teachers can use these statements to design targeted
assessments that accurately measure student mastery of the
objectives. Furthermore, "I Can" statements facilitate
effective communication between teachers and students, as
well as between teachers and parents. When parents
understand the learning goals, they can better support their
child's academic endeavors at home.

Supporting Differentiated Instruction

The individualized nature of "I Can" statements also lends
itself well to differentiated instruction. Teachers can use these
statements to tailor activities and provide varied levels of
support or challenge based on individual student needs. For
example, a student who has mastered a particular "I Can"
statement might be provided with extension activities, while
another student who is still developing might receive
additional scaffolding or practice. This personalized approach
ensures that all students are working towards mastery at
their own pace.

Navigating Different Grade Levels and
Math Strands

Common Core math "I Can" statements are designed to be
progressive, building upon foundational skills as students
advance through grade levels. The mathematical strands,
such as Counting and Cardinality, Operations and Algebraic



Thinking, Numbers and Operations in Base Ten, Number
Operations - Fractions, Measurement and Data, and
Geometry, are all addressed through these statements. Let's
explore some examples across different grade levels.

Kindergarten "I Can" Statements: Building
Foundational Understanding

In kindergarten, the focus is on laying the groundwork for
future mathematical success. "I Can" statements at this level
are concrete and relate to early number concepts. Examples

include:

1. "I can count to 100 by ones, fives, and tens."
2. "I can identify and count to 20 objects."

3. "I can add and subtract within 10."

4. "I can describe shapes in my environment."

These statements help young learners develop number sense
and spatial reasoning, essential precursors to more complex
mathematical concepts. The emphasis is on hands-on learning
and making math tangible.

Third Grade "I Can" Statements: Developing Fluency
and Problem-Solving

As students move into third grade, the expectations become
more sophisticated, emphasizing fluency and problem-solving
skills. Examples include:

1. "I can multiply and divide within 100."
2. "I can solve word problems using addition and subtraction."
3. "I can understand and use fractions with denominators of
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2,3,4,6,and 8."
4. "I can measure lengths and solve word problems involving
addition and subtraction of lengths."

These statements encourage students to move beyond rote
memorization and develop a deeper understanding of
mathematical operations and their applications. The
introduction of fractions marks a significant step in their
mathematical journey.

Seventh Grade "I Can" Statements: Abstract Thinking
and Proportional Reasoning

By seventh grade, students are expected to engage in more
abstract mathematical thinking, particularly with topics like
ratios, proportions, and algebraic concepts. Examples include:

1. "I can understand that a ratio is a relationship between two
quantities.”

2. "I can use ratio and rate reasoning to solve real-world and
mathematical problems."

3. "I can solve problems involving scale drawings."

4. "I can understand that the number 'e' is a special limit."

These statements prepare students for higher-level
mathematics by developing their ability to analyze
relationships, solve complex problems, and think abstractly.
The concept of proportional reasoning is a cornerstone for
success in algebra and beyond.



Effective Implementation Strategies
for "I Can" Statements

Simply displaying "I Can" statements on a bulletin board is
not enough to realize their full potential. Effective
implementation requires intentionality and integration into
daily classroom practice. Here are some strategies for
maximizing their impact:

Visible and Accessible Display

"I Can" statements should be prominently displayed in the
classroom where students can see them throughout the day.
This constant visibility serves as a continuous reminder of the
learning goals. Consider laminating them for durability and
using them as anchor charts that can be added to as learning
progresses.

Explicitly Introduce and Discuss

Before embarking on a new topic or lesson, teachers should
explicitly introduce and discuss the relevant "I Can"
statements with students. Break down the language, clarify
any unfamiliar terms, and provide concrete examples of what
success looks like. Engage students in a discussion about how
the activities they will be doing will help them achieve these
goals.

Student-Created "I Can" Statements

Encourage students to rephrase the provided "I Can"
statements in their own words. This process can deepen their
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understanding of the objective and make it more personal.
Students can also be involved in creating their own "I Can"
statements based on their learning experiences.

Integrate into Daily Routines

Use "I Can" statements as a springboard for daily math
routines. At the beginning of class, review a few statements.
During lessons, refer back to them to connect activities to
learning targets. At the end of class, have students reflect on
which "I Can" statements they feel they have mastered and
which ones they need to continue working on.

Use as Assessment Tools

"I Can" statements can be used for formative assessment.
Teachers can create simple checklists or rubrics based on the
"I Can" statements to track student progress. Students can
also use them for self-assessment, marking their
understanding of each statement.

Connect to Real-World Applications

When introducing an "I Can" statement, connect it to real-
world applications to demonstrate its relevance. For example,
if the "I Can" statement is about understanding percentages,
discuss how percentages are used in shopping, finance, or
sports. This helps students see the practical value of what
they are learning.

Parental Involvement

Share "I Can" statements with parents and explain their



purpose. This empowers parents to support their child's
learning at home. They can ask their child about the "I Can"
statements they are working on and encourage practice of

related skills.

Challenges and Considerations

While "I Can" statements offer significant advantages,
educators should be aware of potential challenges and
consider how to address them:

Oversimplification vs. Nuance

There's a delicate balance between simplifying complex
standards and losing their essential mathematical nuance.
Educators must ensure that the "I Can" statements, while
accessible, still accurately reflect the depth and rigor of the
original Common Core standards. Careful wording is key.

Overemphasis on Individual Statements

It's important that "I Can" statements are not viewed in
isolation. They represent interconnected components of a
larger mathematical framework. Teachers should emphasize
how mastering individual "I Can" statements contributes to a
broader understanding of mathematical concepts.

Assessment Authenticity

Ensuring that assessments truly measure the mastery of "I
Can" statements requires thoughtful design. Assessments
should go beyond simple recall and require students to apply
their understanding in varied contexts.
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The Future of "I Can" Statements in
Math Education

As educational approaches continue to evolve, "I Can"
statements are likely to remain a valuable tool. Their ability to
promote student agency, clarity of learning, and self-
assessment aligns perfectly with current pedagogical trends.
We may see even more innovative ways of integrating these
statements, perhaps through digital platforms that offer
personalized feedback or gamified learning experiences. The
core principle, however, will likely remain the same:
empowering students to understand and own their
mathematical learning journey.

In conclusion, Common Core math "I Can" statements are
more than just catchy phrases; they are powerful pedagogical
tools that can significantly enhance student learning,
engagement, and self-efficacy. By understanding their
purpose, benefits, and effective implementation strategies,
educators can harness their potential to foster a generation of
confident and capable mathematicians. The journey of
mastering mathematics is often a challenging one, but with
clear, actionable goals like those provided by "I Can"
statements, students are better equipped to navigate this path
and achieve success.
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